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Bill Na. 157 of 2005

THE TELEVISION PROGRAMMES (REGULATION)
BILL, 2005

ay
SHu1 AnpanLakuTTY, MR
4

BILL

to regulaie the progrommes lileeasi on lelevizion ehannels and for matters connecied
therewith or mcidental fhevrern

BE it enacted by Parkament in the Fifty-sixth Year of the Republic of india gs follows: —
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(2 It extends to the whole of India, iR syt
() It shall come inio force af ancs. , i e

llnmummInhmuHMntwﬁu.— X : Defin ifpons

(1) "Authority® means the Television mmﬁnqaﬁ-nmnym up
undar section 3 of this Act; e
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{#if) “programme" me=ans and includes any serial, documentary, opinian poll,
shart film, commercial sdvertisement, musical programme inchading songs and dance
sequances, fashion show, tlk show or any other programens tehecast for public viewing;
and

{i¥) "tebevision network™ means a television channel, whether privately owned
ar otherwise, including a forcign ichevision chanse], whether [n partnership with an
Indian television channel or otherwise, or cwned by & non-resident Indian,

3,1 The Central Governmeni shall set up sn Authority fo be known as the Television
Programmes Regulation Aatherity.
{2} The Autharity shall comsist of:—

(@) a Chairman whe shall be an eminent persanakty in the feld of entertainment/
medin ta be sppainted by the Central Gaveramend; and

{4} two other members to be nominated by fhe Central Government

{ 7) The terms and conditions of service and salary and allowances of the Chairman
and members of the Authority shill be sisch as may be prescribed.

{#) The Authority shall performsuch functions as may be assigagd to it by the Ceniral
CGovernment.

{51 The Central Government shall provide such number of ofcers and stafTas may be
required for the efMiclent functioning of the Autharity.

4. { [} The Awtharity shall haveits offices in the capital of every State of the coantry
{7} Every offiee of the Authority opemed under seb-section (1) shall consiat of—
{a) w Chairman to be appodnted by the Central Government; andl

{8 four other members ta be appointed by the Central Government, i such
manoer a8 may be prescribed.

(1) The terms and conditions of service and salary and allowances of the Chairman
and members shall be such ps may be preseribed.

&, (1} Every televisian network hefore talecasting any programme on iLs network shall
forward the ssme to the office of the Authority nearest 1o the headquartess of the television
network for the purpese of abaining certificate for public exhibition of the programme.

(2} The television network shall not be required to obtain prior permissian from the
Authority for telecasting news or any other programme, which has afready been allowed for
public exhibidon under the Cinamntograph Act, 1952 or any other law for the time being in
force or under the provisions of this Act,

{1} The Autharity, while certifying every programme, shall emsure thati—

{1} it does pot vielste any existing |aw in the country;

i} it does not exhibit violent, vulger or sexually explicit scenes or Ary scens
degrading our culture or posing threat to unlty and imegrity of the goustry;

[} 1t does not exhibit nude or semi-nude scenes in thie name of fashion show or
song dance sequEnces;

{iv) 1t does not show programmes creating hatred between different sectiong of
the society oa the ground of refigion, caste, creed or language;

{v) It does not promode drinking, smokling o usiag any other nareatls drsge,

(¢} & does not defame any person, organisation incloding & business
crganisation, Qovemment or a poliveal Fl‘l_:{!?-
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iwif) it does not telecast mischiovous newsitem or give false or insccurmte
mformation which would creste confusion among the viewing public;

{wiiiy it does not offer any wmwarranted comment on any matter pending (s &
Court of Law; and

{ix) it does not offer any comment on the functioning of Parliament or State
Legislature or Members thereof or jud iciary,

&. The office of the Authority where programmes have been subrnitied for cartification,
shall scrutinize the programmes and give a certificaie for allowing public exhibition of such

programmes on the television chammel.

Explonation, —Certiflcats from any offics of the Authority shall mesn permission to
belecast the programme throughout the country.

7. The Authority may, on ils own or on receipt of & complaint, cause an eaquiry into the
functioning of a television channel.

8. (1) If, after enquiry, o is found that the elevision channel has violated the provisions
of any guideline izsued by the Awsthorify, the licence of the television channel shall be
suspended for o period of one year

Proveided that if any €levision channel viclstes the provislons of this Al for the
second time, the Authority shall cance] the ticence of thet chanmel.

() The owner and the in-clarge of the programme of the television neswork shall be
punished for vioksting the provisions of this Act with mprisonmest of either description for
i term which may extend to five yeers or with fine which may extend to rupess one lakh or
with hath.

9. The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Garette, make nules for
currymg out the provisens of this Act,
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STATEMENT OF OBIECTS AND REASONS

The nimiber of telavision chanmels in the country is mcreasing rapidly end programmes
telecast on these chaanels run imbo thousands. Some of the programmes telecast on thesc
channels are such that they cannet be watched along with children. These channels expose
{lie youngsters to vioknce and vulgarity and keave ill effect on their mimels, Evedi commencial
advertisemerits are not in g Rt

Crur eulbure (s being mrnished by Uhese chamnels. In our country there is o wparnic
regulatory Mechanism for films. Television channels air out thousands of serials and other
programmey every manth but there is no regulatory mechanim for them. Televiniom hay
‘become part and parcel of the fives of vast number of familics all over the couniry:

It is accordingly proposed to set up a regulatory mechanism 1o regulate programeanes
beiny teleciast on television channals.

Hence this Bill

Mnw Dieran; ABDULLAKLITTY
MNesvamber 23, 2003



FINAKCTAL MEMORANDUM

Clawme 3 of the Bill seeks 10 cstablish an Authority 1o regulite programmes tekecan by
rebevavion channels with its headgosrian i Nes Delhi, Clsose 4 provides that an office of
the Auharity shall be set up in every Smte capital The Bill, therefoce, [fenacted, will involve
expenditure fram the Consolidated Fund of India, 1t s estimated that an aprual recurring
eapenditure of about rupees two hundred erore will be Involved.

A noa-recuming expenditure of about ropees one hundred crone kv also Hiely o be
involved,



MEMORANDUM REGARDING DELEGATED LEGISLATION

Clause 9 of the Bill empawers the Contral Government (0 make rubes for carrying cut
the purposes of the Bill. Since the rules will relste to matters of detail only, the delegation of
legislative power i of s normal chamctes.
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1o regulate the programmes telecast on tekevision chennels and for maters connected
therewith or incidental theretn.

(hri Abdullabury, M.P)
A PN T 554 071 2-2004.



